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He Tohu Exhibition
He Tohu, a new permanent exhibition housed in the 
National Library of New Zealand, opened to the public 
on 20 May 2017.

He Tohu exhibits three of New Zealand’s iconic 
constitutional documents:  
• 1835 He Whakaputanga o te Rangatiratanga o 

Nu Tireni — Declaration of Independence of the 
United Tribes of New Zealand;  

• 1840 Te Tiriti o Waitangi — Treaty of Waitangi; and  
• 1893 Women’s Suffrage Petition — Te Petihana 

Whakamana Pōti Wahine 

He Tohu features a state-of-the-art conservation 
space, designed to preserve the documents for 
generations to come. Interactive displays enable 
visitors to engage with the documents in new ways 
and discover their own personal connections, thanks 
to extensive research into the documents’ signatories. 

Over 30,000 visitors have come through the doors 
since the exhibition opened 10 months ago; including 
4,412 school children, along with teachers, families, 
overseas dignitaries and international and local 
tourists.

Te Puna Foundation is the 
fundraising body of the 
National Library of New 
Zealand.

Te Puna Foundation 
supports the National 
Library to:
• Provide engaging and 

inspiring education 
programs 

• Collect, preserve and 
make taonga available 
to all

• Promote the 
importance and joy of 
reading, and

• Host unique exhibitions 
and events.



He Tohu Education 
Programme
The name He Tohu means “the signs” and refers to the unique 
signatures or marks of those who supported these documents.
For Māori these tohu are sacred as those who signed have added 
their mana.   

He Tohu has been developed since 2014 in a partnership between 
Crown and Māori and with significant input from women’s groups.  

The exhibition has three objectives: 
• Improving access to these iconic documents for all New 

Zealanders and visitors to our country;
• Preserving fragile and priceless documentary heritage for 

future generations and 
• Enhancing learning opportunities about the historical, 

constitutional and cultural significance of the documents for 
young New Zealanders.  

He whakapapa korero, he whenua kura
Talking about our past to create a better future

He Tohu is designed with young people in mind and the National 
Library’s learning specialists have developed innovative online 
and onsite learning resources for schools.  

These social inquiry resources are designed to support young 
people as they explore contemporary issues related to the 
documents in He Tohu. They are aligned with achievement 
objectives at levels 3, 4 and 5 of The New Zealand Curriculum.

Issues related to how we live together, organise our society, 
and navigate social forces in Aotearoa are explored. The inquiry 
processes invite students to critically engage with these issues 
and to find ways to play an active role in shaping the well-being of 
their own communities. 

He Tohu Learning programmes are free and generally 1 hour long 
and delivered by experienced educators. They can be tailored 
to meet the specific learning needs or curriculum levels of the 
visiting group.

Learning units are based 
on the three documents in 
He Tohu 

Mahi Tahi: 
A Declaration
A Treaty
A Petition

This programme focuses 
on all three documents in 
the exhibition. Students 
explore relationships 
between the documents 
and how we live together, 
organise society, and 
navigate social forces in 
Aotearoa.



Te Puna Foundation He Tohu 
Travel Fund for Schools
Te Puna Foundation is building a travel fund that will help bring 
school children from all around New Zealand to experience the 
He Tohu education programme.

Our goal is for every child in New Zealand to attend the He 
Tohu learning programme at least once in their school life, and 
our opening target is to raise $500,000 which will be matched 
by government for a $1,000,000 travel fund.
  
Who can apply for assistance?
All schools from anywhere in New Zealand can apply for 
travel assistance to attend the He Tohu learning programme in 
Wellington.

The level of assistance will be based on a graduated scale 
according to the distance in kilometres from the school to 
Wellington CBD.

Priority will be given to Schools:
• Furthest away from Wellington
• Exhibiting a special need or exceptional circumstances
• Visiting Wellington for the first time

Who is eligible for the funding?
Funding is available for 
• Up to 38 Students as well as 2 accompanying parents 

per school
• Other school groups on a case by case basis

Students should preferably be attending years 6 to 11 but all 
applicants will be considered

Applications open on 1 April 2018.

Travel Assistance Scale

KMs from 
Wellington

Per Student Per Parent

Up to 200 $25 $25
Up to 400 $40 $40
Up to 600 $60 $60
Up to 800 $80 $80
Over 800 $100 $100

Learning units are based 
on the three documents in 
He Tohu

Cultural Interaction: 
He Whakaputanga and Te 
Tiriti o Waitangi

1835 He Whakaputanga 
and 1840 Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi are powerful 
examples of collective 
responses to te ao hurihuri, 
the changing world.

In this programme, 
students explore migration, 
cultural interaction, and 
collective responses to 
community challenges.

Distance from Wellington is calculated using the “distance calculator” hosted by AA Travel: 
www.aatravel.co.nz/main/time-distance-calculator.php

http://www.aatravel.co.nz/main/time-distance-calculator.php


Learning units are based 
on the three documents 
in He Tohu 

Change Makers: 
1893 Women’s Suffrage 
Petition

This programme focuses 
on the 1893 Women’s 
Suffrage Petition as a 
powerful example of 
people working together 
to create social change. 

Students explore 
leadership, collective 
responses to community 
challenges, and systems 
of government.

How can you help? 
By donating to this campaign, you can enable a young person 
who may never have the opportunity again, to travel to 
Wellington to participate in the He Tohu learning programme 
and experience these iconic documents first hand. 

All cash donations will be matched dollar for dollar by the 
government.

Give the gift of knowledge
Donate now

www.tepunafoundation.org.nz
A gift of $10,000 or more to support this campaign will be 
acknowledged on the Foundation website.

http://www.tepunafoundation.org.nz


For more information about Te Puna Foundation or
to make a donation visit our website tepunafoundation.org.nz

Alternatively please email us at:
info@tepunafoundation.org.nz or phone 04 819 8936

Te Puna Foundation
Cnr Molesworth & Aitken Streets
PO Box 1467
Wellington 6140

https://www.tepunafoundation.org.nz/
mailto:info%40tepunafoundation.org.nz?subject=

